Study Guide for Stahl, S. A. (2003). What do we expect storybook reading to do? How storybook reading impacts word recognition. In van Kleeck, A., Stahl, S. A., Bauer, E. B. (Eds.) On reading books to children.

With the Robbins and Ehri article that we read, we learned that there is strong research evidence that reading aloud to children has the potential to increase their vocabulary development. In this chapter by Stahl he looks at the potential impact of storybook reading on children’s development of print processing skills—namely, the recognition of words. (See the last sentence on page 363.)

Evidence exists for the positive impact of storybook reading on comprehension and vocabulary development, but the evidence for the positive impact on reading words is minimal. 

Q1. What is the Simple View of Reading? Explain how it works.

What part of the Simple View of Reading does storybook reading most likely impact?

Q2. What are Ehri’s 4 stages of word recognition? Name each and give a short description.

A question for you to think about is how these four stages compare to Morris’ four stages (as seen in Flanigan article—this would make a good exam question).

Q3. On page 368, there is a good definition of Phonemic Awareness. What is it? (Remember it.)

The development of spelling: This is a nice short section on how spelling develops. We will explore this in more depth in class, but this might be a good reading to come back to for a summary of developmental spelling.

Q4. On page 370, we learn that knowledge of the alphabet is necessary for beginning to learn to read and spell words. There is a developmental sequence to learning about the alphabet: What is it?

Q5. What is the value in “reading to” or having children “read” alphabet books?

Q6. What is the value in children’s fingerpointing as they read?

Q7. What is a predictable book and what is its value in helping children learn to read?

On page 377, we learn that most likely children become aware of vowel phonemes in words through reading words. So, reading helps drive full phonemic awareness. 

 Q8. So, in the end, what role does storybook reading play in helping children learn to read?

Specifically, what role does storybook reading play in developing vocabulary and comprehension?

What role does storybook reading play in developing children’s word recognition skills?

What other things can help with children’s development of word recognition skills?

